MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
OF BUCKLAND BREWER PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 13th JULY 2016 AT 7:30 AT
BUCKLAND BREWER SCHOOL
Members Present:

Mrs Barbara Babb, Miss Rosie Beer, Mr Andrew Hewitt, Mr George Heywood, Mr
Jim Lowe, Mr Trevor Mills, Mrs Shirley Tilley and Mr David Watson.

Also in attendance

2 members of the public, Cllr. Robin Julian and Cllr. Alison Boyle

Parish Clerk:

Patrick Blosse
KEY: Actions are shown in bold blue type Decisions are shown in bold red type

299.
300.

Apologies for Absence

PCSO Liz Rendle, Marie Douglas

Minutes of the Meetings of the Parish Council held on 8th and 27th June 2016:
meetings held on 8th and 27th June 2016 were confirmed and signed.

301.

Declarations of Interest

None

302.

Public Participation

None

303.

The minutes of the

Clerk’s Report:
Correspondence:
The Clerk had distributed 40 items of correspondence by email since the
last meeting. He highlighted i) feedback from the Planning Engagement seminar that some members
had attended relating to material planning considerations and the conversion of farm buildings to
dwellings, ii) information from the Fire Service that had been added to the website, iii) invitations to
some public meetings and iv) the coming year’s surgery dates for Geoffrey Co, MP. He had not had
any further contact from DCC Highways about the PO Van markings but had contacted Cllr Robin
Julian, who reported that he was discussing the situation with them.
b. Parish Website: The Clerk had met with Jane Lowe to outline an approach to improving the parishes
website and this was explained in detail by Jane Lowe. (see appendix 1) Jane and the Clerk were asked
to proceed with the scheme as outlined and to identify 3 potential suppliers to develop the website. It
was agreed that the Webmaster and any other volunteers and helpers should not be out of pocket
and that all reasonable claims for expenses would be reimbursed by the Clerk.
c. Rubbish Collection at Hillpark:
The Clerk had brought the matter to the attention of Cllr Robin
Julian, who had said that he would take up the case but that it was unlikely that it could be speeded
up.
a.

304.

Devon Air Ambulance: Feedback from Public Meeting, 15th June 2016: The Clerk had consulted
with DALC, who had confirmed that any contributions by the Parish Council to this scheme would come
under s137 powers. This limits the Council’s to spending more that £4,900 per year on all s137 activities.
They had recommended that it would be a suitable scheme for a TAP Fund application. It was agreed that
the fund would need to be managed by the Parish Council and that the equipment would be owned and
maintained by them. Jim Lowe reported that Toby Russell of DAAT had attended a public meeting in
Buckland Brewer Village Hall on 15th June. The scheme had received a lot of positive support with offers of
donations being made straight away. Cllr Andrew Hewitt also offered to make a donation to get the fund
started off. Jim Lowe is organising a Quiz Evening for 25 th November, with the proceeds going to the
scheme. Cllr Julian said that he had already donated some money towards another remote landing control

system and that he would be happy to approve a grant of about £500 for this one as well, for which the
Council offered their thanks. A further public meeting is arranged for 14th July 2016.
305.

Consultation re PRS for Music Licenses:
The Clerk pointed out that the Parish Council had no
need to pay any Performing Rights Fees and recommend referring the consultation to the Village Hall,
which was agreed.

306.

372 Bus Service: Discussion introduced by Jane Lowe
Jane Lowe explained that she had
pursued her complaint about this service with DCC Transport Services but had received no satisfactory
replies about either the quality of the service of the allocation of subsidies. She has also written to the
contractors and to Geoffrey Cox MP, Cllr Parsons of Torridge Council and Cllr Julian of Devon County.
There had been no response from the contractor but the three elected members had been supportive. Mr
Richardson-Dawes of DCC Transport has said that the complaints have been taken up with the contractor,
who has been issued warning notices and he hoped that this would result in an improved service.
However, he had explained that rural services are subject to exemptions that meant it did not have to
meet the usual standards for providing a service suitable for the disabled. He had suggested using the
Ilfracombe Ring and Ride service, but Jane felt this was not suitable for the elderly as trips have to be
booked in advance and circumstances often change from day to day with elderly and disabled passengers.
Cllr Julian said that the driver who had driven past Jane on one occasion, and failed to either take any
money or keep to the scheduled route, was under investigation. A comparison was made with the
Westward Ho! Service which is advertised as running every 10 minutes, but almost empty buses are often
seen arriving in Bideford hard on each other’s heels.

307.

TAP Fund 2016/17: Joint Lengthsman Scheme:
The Clerk had contacted all of the parish councils
sharing a border with Buckland Brewer and Peters Marland, which had previously joined in applications
submitted by this council. Peters Marland had responded to say that they preferred to pursue a ‘health’
scheme (either a defibrillator or first aid courses). Frithelstock were interested but wanted reassurance
that they would have control over who was employed to work within their parish and were consulted
about how the scheme would work. Shebbear meets next on 12th July. Parkham had discussed the issue
but they already had a reciprocal arrangement for clearing ditches and similar works with Woolsery and
are now contacting them to see if they have any similar project in mind. None of the other parishes had
yet met to discuss the proposal. It had been announced that any unclaimed amounts from 2015/16 could
be rolled-over and this means that Buckland Brewer is now entitled to claim £718 for 2015/16 and £730
for 2016/17, making a total of £1,448.00. On reflection, members decided that a joint Lengthsman
scheme was probably too complicated to operate and they preferred to make an application for funds
to help towards the night time flying scheme. The Clerk will contact the neighbouring parishes again
with a proposal.

308.

Village Green: Shirley Tilley said that the village green was looking untidy and that the person that
had previously cut the grass had now moved from the village. There is an annual budget of £220 for grass
cutting and maintenance of the village green. Members agreed to give the Clerk delegated authority to
obtain quotes and appoint a suitable local contractor. Shirley Tilley and Trevor Mills are to contact
known individuals to ask them to contact the Clerk.

309.

Fields and Allotments:
Blackhorse Fields Tenancy There had been no contact from Bob Hicks yet. The tenant will be cutting
the grass in the next few weeks.
b. Fencing of Blackhorse Fields The fencing cannot be done until the grass is cut. It was reported that a
bill is expected from Richard Metherell for hedge trimming.
c. Works to Amenity Field
George Heywood had offered to spray the field but his insurance
would not cover him for the work. He will ask Tom Wood if he can do it. Trevor Mills will cut the rest
of the grass areas. He has already cut the school field. Andrew Hewitt suggested that Trevor should be
a.

reimbursed for the cost of his diesel but Trevor declined the offer. Tom Wood will also be asked to
trim the edge of the footpath.
d. Additional Gate for Allotments/Allotment Deposits
Members decided not to pursue this
suggestion any further. Mario d’Agostino of plot 12 is due a refund of his deposit. Andrew Hewitt will
inspect the plot this week.
e. School Playing Field
Trevor Mills reported that a meeting had taken place this afternoon at the
school with representatives from Devon County Estates Services and the school. An amicable
agreement had been reached about the fencing, location of gates, grass cutting and maintenance
issues. DCC will compile a management agreement. Trevor also said that the s106 agreement had
been sent for signing off today and that this should mean that the planning application for the new
community hall will be approved in the very near future. Pearce’s have said that they plan to start
work on the site on 8th August with a target completion date of May 2017.
310.

Thornhillhead Moor Mast: Bob Hicks is continuing to negotiate terms with Arqiva. George Heywood
will contact him for a progress report.

311.
Members’ Reports
Barbara Babb gave a report of the Queen’s Birthday street party and thanked the parish council, the ladies of
the Jubilee Committee and other helpers who had all worked together to make it a great success. Barbara
provided a detailed breakdown of the receipts and payments for the event. (see Appendix 2) There is a sum of
£277.17 remaining in the Jubilee Fund. It was agreed that this should stay in the fund for future events of this
nature.
Andrew Hewitt summarised a report of the DALC Larger Councils sub-committee held on 9th June 2016. He felt
that they were unaware of the issues surrounding devolution and the threats to health services, particularly in
the north of the county. Andrew will circulate a copy of the minutes.
Shirley Tilley i) said that she had experienced a long wait to collect money from the Post Office van recently
and that she knew that this was a regular problem which particularly affected elderly parishioners who rely on
the van to collect their pensions. The delay was due to the ATM system not working due to poor internet
access and it was believed that the van was still using the old broadband network. The Clerk will write to
postmaster at Woolsery Post Office. Ii) Shirley also said that there was still a problem with cars parked at the
corner of Gorwood Road but it was felt hat little could be done about in a rural area like this.
Alison Boyle reported that the Boundary Commission’s review of the wards within Torridge was still in
progress. Following the meetings which she had held with parish councils, and a subsequent meeting with Cllr.
Whittaker, the decision had been made by TDC to initiate a third Advisory Board which would be based in the
Bideford area. She believed there would be an annual meeting which would focus on the rural issues in the
Bideford area.
Robin Julian spoke about progress with devolution. He had attended an LGA meeting recently where various
governance options had been discussed but no firm agreements had been made, except that Cornwall had
decisively declined to take part in the process. He was concerned about the possible closure of A & E at North
Devon Hospital and the loss of services like ENT. He hoped that recent changes in central government might
improve matters. The next full council meeting for DCC is 28th July.
Police Report
The Clerk read a report provided by PCSO Liz Rendle. In the past 2 months there had been 2
crimes: 1 telecommunications crime and 1 complaint of a dog not under proper control. Liz Rendle and John
McGovern had attended the fete last weekend, where they offered parishioners crime prevention advice and
answered their questions. July is national scam awareness month. For more information on scams follow this
link: http://www.thinkjessica.com/
312.

Planning

a. Application: 1/0589/2016/FUL – Hembury Orchard, Proposed general purpose agricultural
building
It was proposed by Jim Lowe, seconded by David Watson and agreed
unanimously to support the application.

b. Application: 1/0649/2016/FUL – Cross View, Ground floor extension with alterations to the
roof to provide first floor accommodation.
It was proposed by George Heywood,
seconded by Jim Lowe and agreed unanimously to support the application.
313. Accounts:
a. Receipts and Payments




Bank balances as at 30th June 2016:
Parish Council Current Account was £10,620.53
Thornhillhead Moor Account was £12,137.25
Savings Account was £18,004.37







Payments due (£2,341.15 +VAT)
Parish Clerk’s salary, expenses and associated PAYE (June 2016): £327.43, including £58.40 PAYE
Buckland Brewer Village Hall, Hall Hire - £17.00
Transfer to Thornhillhead Moor Account, VAT Reclaim 2015/16 - £100.00
Mario d’Agistino, Allotment Deposit Refund: £175.00
Torridge Council, Election Costs: £1,721.72 + VAT






Receipts (£1,707.47)
Allotment Rents: £30.00
Allotment Deposits: £100.00
VAT Reclaimed 2015/16: £1477.47
Transfer from General Account re Thornhill Moor VAT Reclaim 2015/16: £100.00

i)

ii)

iii)

b. Internal Audit Report:
c.

This had been reported at the previous meeting

Quarterly Budget Monitoring Report:
The Clerk distributed copies of a budget monitoring
report for the first 3 months of 2016/17 showing that 63% of the year’s income had been received in
the first quarter as this included half the year’s precept and field rents, most of the year’s allotments
income and nearly £1,500 of recoverable VAT. Only 20% of the year’s expenditure budget had been
spent but some major items such as the election costs for last year, fencing for two of the fields and
the annual grants had not yet been spent at all. (see Appendix 3)

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9:50 pm.

Date of Next Meeting:
Parish Council: Wednesday 10th August 2016 (Buckland Brewer School, 7:30pm)

Signed as a true record:

Chairman: ………………………………………………………………………. Date: ………………………………

APPENDIX 1
PARISH WEBSITE CONCEPT PROPOSAL
CURRENT STATUS 12/7/16






REMOTE WEBSITE. MANAGED WITHOUT CONTRACT AND SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENTS (SLA) UNCLEAR.
NO CONTROL OVER WHAT IS PLACED ON WEBSITE OR TIMINGS OF ARTICLES. UNSATISFACTORY AND
BECOMING WORSE.
NO MEANS OF CONTROL OVER WEBSITE MANAGER.
REPEATED ATTEMPTS AT COOPERATION UNSUCCESSFUL.
AGREED TO TERMINATE THIS ARRANGEMENT.

MOVING FORWARD FROM JULY 2016 - ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS





PARISH COUNCIL MUST CONTROL – LEGALLY FULLY ACCOUNTABLE & RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THAT APPEARS
ON IT.
STATUTORY REQUIREMENT FOR TRANSPARENCY IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT I.E. PARISH COUNCILS.
MECHANISM OF CHOICE IS DEEMED WEBSITE, THEREFORE GOOD MANAGEMENT AND DIRECT CONTROL
ESSENTIAL.
PARISH COUNCIL HAS DECIDED TO “MOVE ON” AND CREATE A PROPERLY OWNED, AND CORRECTLY
MANAGED (2-TIER MANAGEMENT) COMMUNITY WEBSITE.

ASPIRATIONAL WORKING MODEL:2 ROLES, PARISH CLERK & WEBMASTER/S
BOTH PARISH CLERK & WEBMASTER ROLE –will need to be authorised by Parish Council to interface
with/instruct/advise professional managing the Platform.
Authorised spend will need fine tuning within SLAs with Parish Council e.g. if technical issues/system crash arise it
will not be advisable to wait for PC agreement before instructing a spend to fix (mandatory timescales).
PARISH WEBMASTER ROLE:
Must be agreed/appointed by Parish Council.
ALL items placed on public noticeboard will come via Webmaster/s to ensure correct control & observance of
rigour & legal requirements of such a site.
May not delegate or share e-mail password with individuals not approved by Parish Council.
Will require SLAs on Code of Conduct with Parish Council e.g. must understand risks of placing articles in public
domain, must be authorised to refuse abuse & misleading advertising, must understand and adhere to equal
opportunities legislation to identify questionable articles & seek advice or simply refuse them
Will provide work free of charge but on “best endeavours “basis i.e. if an article is missed no comebacks and whilst
will manage incoming requests at reasonable frequency, output will depend on how many webmasters there are.
Will not act as mediator and will not compile ads for others. Site posting mechanism only but with responsibility to
“vet” all items posted comply with what is acceptable in public domain
.
ARTICLES FOR SUBMISSION
To be fine-tuned but collected via a password controlled dedicated e-mail account. Details of access can be worked
out with managing professional. Must not be abusive and must comply with Equality & Diversity legislation.

Personal disputes are not admissible. No article will be anonymous – all must contain a name, contact number (& email address if appropriate).Possible some may attract a nominal fee.
ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS.



Will take time (weeks, possibly months rather than days) – this is a very large piece of work.





Webmaster will need expenses reimbursed – not yet known but nominal £30 per quarter
Large job for Webmaster – at least 2 will be needed for holiday cover etc
Report to Parish Council recommended annually unless issues arise

NEXT STEPS – if concept agreed by Parish Council, obtain quotes from professionals for set-up & maintenance
including customer requirements. N.B. cheapest may not be best. Advertise locally for a second Webmaster.

TIER 1 BACK END/”PLATFORM”.
INTERNET BASE SET UP (UNDER INSTRUCTION) AND MAINTAINED BY REPUTABLE & ACCOUNTABLE
PROFESSIONAL.
CONTRACT WITH PARISH COUNCIL INCLUDING SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENTS E.G. HOW LONG TO FIX IF IT
“CRASHES”, IS HACKED, OR TO MAKE ARTISTIC & TECHNICAL CHANGES. WILL INCUR COST.

TIER 2 FRONT END – 2 INTERNET NOTICE BOARDS VISIBLE TO PUBLIC
FIRST PRIORITY
PARISH COUNCIL NOTICES
DEDICATED AND “PASSWORD 1”
CONTROLLED, USUALLY BY PARISH
CLERK (OR NOMINEE). MANAGED
WITHIN LEGAL TIME LIMITS AND
STRICT DATA CONTROL AS DEFINED
IN P.CLERK JOB DESCRIPTION.
MANAGEMENT COST INCLUDED
WITHIN P.CLERK SALARY

SECOND PRIORITY
PUBLIC NOTICE BOARD
( INCLUDES GENERAL PARISH INFO,
“WHAT’S ON”, BUSINESS ADS ETC)
“PASSWORD 2” CONTROLLED BY PARISH
WEBMASTERS (2 OR MORE) ON “BEST
ENDEAVOURS” BASIS. WILL INCUR SOME
ADMIN COSTS.
SLA BETWEEN PARISH COUNCIL AND
WEBMASTER/S

APPENDIX 2
BUCKLAND BREWER JUBILEE COMMITTEE
Queen’s Birthday Street Party – 12th June 2016
30/6/16
B/F

£154.27

INCOME
Parish Council
Donations
Quiz

£300.00
£ 85.52
£ 27.00

Total Income

£412.52

Expenditure
T Heywood
V Scene
A Talbot
D Blight

£180.62
£ 12.00
£ 12.00
£ 5.00

Total expenditure

£209.62

Surplus/(Deficit)

£202.90

Total Funds

£357.17

Funds Distribution
Village Hall
Church
Methodist Church
Total Distributed
Balance C/F

£40.00
£20.00
£20.00
£ 80.00
£277.17

APPENDIX 3
Buckland Brewer Parish Council
Receipts and Payments April - June 2016
General Account

Balances brought forward:

Budget
2016/17

£27,113.85

Variance
%
-

INCOME:
Precept
Grants & Subsidies:

£5,500.00
Council Tax Support
Grant
Other Grants

£61.43

Rents & Wayleaves

£2,231.00

VAT Receipts
Donation
Expenses Recovered

£1,477.47
£63.00
£80.00

£11,000.00

50%

£123.00

50%

Rents:
£3,760.00

Other Income:

Total Income excluding
precept:

£3,912.90

Total Income:

£9,412.90
General Account

EXPENDITURE:
Staff Costs
Loan Interest/Capital
Payments
Other Expenditure:

£1,122.33

Administration &
Governance:
Training
Membership Fees
Hall Hire
Office expenses,
milage etc.
Website Fees
Election Costs
Finance & Legal
Costs:
Insurance
Audit Fees
Legal Fees
Maintenance:
Salting/Gritting

£45.00
£330.77
£17.00
£114.53

£14,883.00

59%
-

63%

2012/13

Variance
%

£3,565.00

31%
-

£100.00
£225.00
£140.00
£450.00

45%
147%
12%
25%

£50.00
£1,600.00

-

£219.45
£302.80

£175.00
£240.00
£250.00

125%
126%
-

£150.00

£500.00

30%

General Account

Grass Cutting/Village
Green
Fencing and Other
Works
Local Services:
Defibrillator
consumables
PO Van Signage
Grants & Donations:
Grants
Queens Birthday
Expenses (s137)
Memorial Wreath
(s137)
Other Expenditure:
VAT
Total Other
Expenditure:
Total Expenditure

Budget
2016/17

Variance
%

£220.00

-

£4,000.00

-

£201.37

-

£22.77

£2,800.00
£300.00

£379.94

£40.00

£71.19

127%
-

£1,854.82

£2,977.15

£14,655.00

20%

